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“Identity and history become the points of departure implicit in the title of the exhibition, but 

also the idea of a posited tension with regard to the unknown and the unforeseen resonates.

Identity and history become the points of departure implicit in the title of the exhibition, but 

also the idea of a posited tension with regard to the unknown and the unforeseen resonates.

Between the pyramids as symbol for eternity and power and borders as a symbol for 

inclusion/exclusion and power, the interior of the Church of San Gallo in Venice becomes a 

perfect context for religious background and intellectual power. In the world—between the 

terrestrial, the political and the religious—spiritual power is not enough.” Gregor Jansen

Mart – Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art of Trento and Rovereto and Fondazione 

Galleria Civica-Center of Research on Contemporaneity of Trento are proud to announce the 

official participation of Stefano Cagol at Venice Biennale. 54th International Art Exhibition of the 

Venice Biennale.



In the solo show by Stefano Cagol curated by Gregor Jansen, new  oxymorons are triggered – 

through video and installation – by signaling and dialoging actions that hit political borders, 

natural borders, mental borders. 

CONCILIO ideally starts from Stefano Cagol’s place of birth, “a territory marking the passage between 

South and North, Rome and Wittenberg, between Italy and Germany: Trento, Trentino South Tyrol.” 

The very first reference to his city of origin is to be found in the title which draws back immediately to 

the Concilio di Trento, the Council  of Trient. The artist states that this is associated to his town. A 

landmark, but also what is nowadays defined as a very “unpredictable event,” i.e., an event the 

controversial influence of which reaches our daily complexities from a very distant past.

Therefore, if artist’s sense of belonging, identity and history are the starting points implied in the title of 

the exhibition, there is also the opposite idea of tension towards the unknown and the unforeseen.  

Within the frame of San Gallo Church of the 15th century, just near the Piazza San Marco (Saint Mark 

Square), Stefano Cagol  will create an installation in which video, sculpture and installation will  be set in 

a dialogue. 

The central  element will  be a symbolic  presence. The natural  continuation of the permanent 

monumental  installation that he will  make in Trento in 2011: a unique apex in which diverse faces will 

join. It is the idea of synergy, of coincidence, of “council.”

By the video projection, the protagonists atmospheres of ice and snow, wind and water, of ethereal 

flames and of light. The artist has gone beyond the Polar Circle, in a place which is also characterized 

by a convergence of dissonances: in the Barents region, the meeting point of the Norwegian, Finnish, 

and Russian borders. This site rises to the perfect background, from a symbolic point of view, but also 

for the strong impact of this extreme, extraneous, distant, pure territory. Chosen in the moment in 

which the short sun becomes pallid like the snow of the mountains that it licks.

The artist has given life here to a series of actions on the border: signals that underline a border, but at 

the same time they shake it, they cross it.

Actions of signaling and communicating, of passage and control. 

These signals will  continue with an installation that reiterates messages of light and of sound. A 

universal  language, immediate in its perception, but to be deciphered. A new oxymoron in the present 

project that is shown as the ideal reproduction of a liminal landscape, of a territory on the border.



------------

On the occasion of the exhibition and the opening in Venice, a new mid-career monograph titled Public Opinion and 

dedicated to Stefano Cagol’s work will be launched. The book will present essays by: Iara Boubnova, Gregor Jansen, 

Michele Robecchi, Andrea Viliani.

AUTHORS

Iara Boubnova, founding director of Institute of Contemporary Art – Sofia. Curator of 1st Moscow Biennale, 4th St. Petersburg 

Biennale, 4th Istanbul Biennale and 22nd Sao Paulo Biennale.

Gregor Jansen, artistic director of Kunsthalle Düsseldorf. Former head of department at ZKM | Museum of Contemporary Art, 

Karlsruhe.

Michele Robecchi, writer and curator, London. Editor for contemporary art at Phaidon Press and former senior editor of 

Contemporary Magazine.

Andrea Villani, director of Fondazione Galleria Civica-Centro di Ricerca sulla Contemporaneità di Trento. Former curator of 

MAMbo, Bologna and assistant curator of Castello di Rivoli.

CONTRIBUTORS

Andreas F. Beitin, head of department, ZKM | Museum of Contemporary Art Karlsruhe. Francesco Bernardelli, independent 

curator, Turin. Stefan Bidner, independent curator, Innsbruck. Former curator of 20er Haus, Belvedere, Wien and former director 

of Kunstraum Innsbruck. Cis Bierinckx, artistic director, Beursschouwburg kunstencentrum, Brussels. Achille Bonito Oliva, 

Italian art critic. Curator of “Contemporanea,” “Aperto 80,” “Avanguardia transavanguardia,” “Arte e depressione,” “Minimalia” and 

director of 45th Venice Biennale. Shane Brennan, assistant curator, Creative Time, New York. Kari Conte, program director, 

International Studio & Curatorial Program (ISCP), New York. Alfredo Cramerotti, writer, curator and artist, Senior Curator of 

QUAD, Derby, editor of Intellect Books, Bristol and Chicago, and Co-curator of Manifesta 8. Blanca de la Torre, curator, 

ARTIUM – Museum of Contemporary Art, Vitòria-Gasteiz, Spain. Giacinto di Pietrantonio, director, GAMeC – Galleria d'Arte 

Moderna e Contemporanea, Bergamo. R. Bruce Elder, filmmaker and writer, Toronto. Ryerson research chair director of the 

Graduate Program in Communication and Culture, Ryerson University, Toronto. David Elliott, museum curator and writer. 

Artistic director of 17th Biennale of Sydney, former founder director of Instanbul Modern and of Mori Art Museum, Tokyo. Micaela 

Giovannotti, independent curator and critic, New York.  Luba Kuzovnikova, art director at Pikene på Broen, Norway. Veit 

Loers, director, Kunstraum Innsbruck. Former director of Museum Abteiberg, Mönchengladbach and former artistic director of 

Fridericianum, Kassel. Esther Lu, independent curator, Taipei. Trevor Smith, inaugural curator of Contemporary Art at the 

Peabody Essex Museum, Salem. Curator of 3rd Singapore Biennale. Pier Luigi Tazzi, critic and curator. Co-director of 

Documenta IX in  Kassel, co-curator of “Wounds” at Moderna Museet Stockholm, and of “Happyness” at Mori Art Museum in 

Tokyo. Nicola Trezzi, U.S. Editor, Flash Art International, New York/Milan. Kamila Wielebska, art critic, curator and editor of 

InterTekst, published by Laznia Centre for Contemporary Art, Gdansk. June Yap, independent curator, Singapore. Curator of 

Singapore Pavillion at 54th International Art Exhibition of the Venice Biennale. Raúl Zamudio, curator, art critic, art historian, 

New York. Co-curator of “City without walls” at Liverpool Biennial 2010 and co-curator of Beijing 798 Biennale 2009. 

The monograph has been produced by Fondazione Galleria Civica-Center of Research on Contemporaneity of Trento in 

the context of the project Opera Civica (TN), for the years 2010-11, which has been made thanks to the support of the 

Provincia autonoma di Trento.
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May 31 – November 27, 2011. opening; May 31. hours: 10 – 18. Monday closed. free entrance

Institutions: 

Mart – Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art of Trento and Rovereto

Fondazione Galleria Civica-Center of Research on Contemporaneity of Trento

Stefano Cagol was born in Trento, Italy and lives and works in Trento and in Brussels, Belgium.

Gregor Jansen is director of Kunsthalle Düsseldorf and former head of department at ZKM | Museum 

of Contemporary Art Karlsruhe.

Web:

www.concilio-biennalevenezia.org

www.concilio-venicebiennale.org

Info:

info@concilio-venicebiennale.org

Press contact:
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